AN   INTERPRETER   OF   ENGLAND

fishermen of the Atlantic coast, and maybe
the western urge of the pioneer.

But this first Scandinavian invasion was
hardly forgotten when the last successful
invasion of our island home took place.
Coming when it did, it was of supreme impor-
tance in our history. That, I need not say,
was the Norman invasion.

The wide open mouth of the Seine had
proved an irresistible magnet to the Norse-
men, whether from the fiords or from the
creeks of southern Denmark, and those
gallici2ed Scandinavians during their occupa-
tion of Normandy had acquired much from
the French and adapted what they had learned
with amazing skill to make them one of the
most remarkable people in medieval history.
Norman arms and Norman prowess were